The “Honorable and Ancient” Cutter Bear:




Bear’s Design & Construction

dﬁ

‘1
Early image of the cutter Bear




The Greely Relief Expedition
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Officers of the Greely Relief Expedition, with Lt. Greely, five survivors,
Capt. W.S. Schiley and engineer and Arctic explorer George Melville



Michael Augustine Healy

1St African-American
officer in U.S. history

= Commander of Cutter
Corwin and then Bear
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An 1880 photo of Michael A. Healy. The




Bering Sea Patrol




Law Enforcement in Alaska

1892 chart showing |
Bear's Pribilof Island [Smtas
patrols, signed by Capt ga~
Healy and navigator
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Bear arriving at Valdez, Alaska,
with captured Japanese seal
poachers




Reindeer from Siberia

The 1892 transfer of Siberian remdeer by Cutter Bear under the
command of Captain Michael Healy



Reindeer to Alaska

8 An overexposed
1891 photo
showing Bear
crew members
loading reindeer
on board the

| cutter
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Bear’s Humanitarian Missions

= Native communities 28

= \Whalers
= Seafaring people




Bear as Federal Interagency Vessel
= No roads or railroads
= Bear served in many ways

Bear's smallboat supporting a
US Coast and Geodetic Survey
% magnetic observation team

On the Siberian coast, §
Bear supported a US
Coast and Geodetic * B
Survey team, includinga @@ - - .. -



“Hell-Roarin’”’ Mike Healy

e Court-martialed
then reinstated

* Retired as the third-
most senior officer
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&Hell-Roarin” Mike Healy and an avian
shipmate



The 1897 Overland Expedltlon

= \Whalers
trapped
near Point
Barrow

= Appeals to
the

President

= Bear salls
north

Bear officers, including Lt. Ellsworth
Bertholf, Capt. Francis Tuttle, Lt. David Jarvis and
Surgeon S.J. Call



Rescue at Point Barrow

= Rescue party put
ashore
= 16 December-
Expedition begins
= Dog /reindeer sled
teams
Overland Expedition ?: a

approaches whalers &5
trapped in the Arcticice -

Lt. David H. Jarvis



Bertholf, Call and Jarvis

= Point Barrow-March 1898
= Three months

= 1,500 Miles

= Congressional Gold Medal
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Bertholf, Call and Jarvis

Congressional Gold Medal specially struck



Bear and the Alaskan Gold Rush
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Summer housing near Nome, Alaska, for gold miners and prospectors




1906 Earthquake in San Francisco




Wartime Service, 1898-1919

Bearshown in the early 20th century mountlng a forward battery




SS Bear of Oakland




Bear with Admiral Byrd in Antarctica
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Bearin the Antarctic ice Polar explorer Richard Byrd
and a furry friend




Bear with the U.S. Antarctic Service

Bear with diesel powerplant
and float plane housed on

== —;: Bear at West Base,
& Antarctica, in January
- 1941, with a dog team
and supplies in the
4. foreground




Ethnic and Racial Diversity on the Bear

= Bear serves diverse populations
during its lengthy career
= Bear’s crew is also diverse

. George Gibbs, Jr., first
Bear enlisted Asian-Pacific Island African American to set foot
personnel for food service ratings on Antarctica



World War II'’s Greenland Patrol

Dr.ICpt. Edward H. ‘Iceberg”
Smith during his command of

- the Greenland Patrol



Bear Returns to Greenland
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USS Bearin Greenland
in 1884 as part of the
Greely Relief
Expedition




End of the Bear Story?

Bearin 1960 at a dock in
Halifax with mast, smoke
stack and diesel engine

removed

Last known photograph of
the Bear before she sank in
March 1963



Search for the Bear

« Multidisciplinary Cadet Project:

« “THE SEARCH FOR THE UNITED STATES REVENUE
CUTTER BEAR”

Project Highlights
e Use of Side-Scan Sonar and the
new LORAN-C navigation
systems

» Utilization of videotape
documentation

 1st-hand accounts from the
USCG SAR pilots and skipper of
tug IRVING BIRCH

« Documentation of facts related




1979 M.I1.T. and C.G. Academy Search

« The team did not report on the actual area searched
* The team’s report did not include the SSS results
* No known post-cruise analysis was done on the SSS results

Planned search area for 1979 MIT and CG Academy search project.



Deep Sea Submersible NR-1, 2007-2008
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- Excellent job
preserving written
documents, proposals,
research
* Imagery very
difficult to obtain
* Four months to
locate and talk to
NR-1 Commanding
Officer
* Ship’s logs
destroyed
 Data passed to
USCG




Current Search Effort:
US Revenue Cutter BEAR Search Team

-Joint NOAA/USCG Team

with other partners

* Quarterly meetings

* NOAA engagement:
= Office of Marine and
Aviation Operations
= Office of Coast Survey
= Ocean Exploration and
Research
= National Marine P ———
Sanctuarieg Prog ram * Locate & catalog BEAR artifacts

- Gather and preserve data
« Conduct Surveys
* Find, explore, special area designation




Bear’s Historic Missions

Search & Rescue
Ice Operations
Law Enforcement

Environmental
Protection

Humanitarian Relief

Polar Research and
Exploration

Maritime Defense

Bear breaking ice for a stranded vessel



“USS, y» “USRCS, y» CGC‘; y» “SS, y» “R/V”
Bear




The Bear
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Cutter Bearin hér accﬁstomed élement, iel -




